What will happen?

Talks and discussions



Talks will include the following topics, with plenty of opportunity for discussion:

*Working effectively within a prison setting
* ‘Lead kindly light, amid the encircling gloom’

* The distinctiveness of Catholic ministry
* Catholics and ecumenical relations
Prayer

You will be invited to join in:

* Daily Mass

* Morning, Evening and Night Prayer 

You will be free to use the chapel, oratory and gardens for private prayer and quiet reflection

Other activities

*Film evening
*Day out in the Lake District

*Local walking and sight-seeing
*Opportunity to socialise and relax
Who is it for?

Our residential events at Boarbank Hall aim to provide busy people with a space to reflect on their daily lives in a context of  shared prayer, friendship and community. 

76,000 people are held in over 140 prisons in England and Wales. What does it mean when the Lord said, ‘I was in prison and you visited me’?

Many different people contribute to making prisons a more humane place, a place where the presence of Christ may still be found. These include chaplains, staff, probation officers, doctors and nurses, teachers, visitors, families and supportive parishioners. We invite anyone interested in prisons and prisoners to consider joining us for these few days.
Freedom and Hope
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A retreat and holiday for all who care for and about prisoners

Boarbank Hall, Cumbria
28th April to 3rd May 2012
How to apply

For further information, please contact:

Sr Margaret Atkins,
Boarbank Hall,

Grange-over-Sands,

CUMBRIA LA11 7NH

margaret@boarbankhall.org.uk
Costs for the week, including full board, range from £230 (shared room) to £280 (single, en suite). Those who might need it are offered a reduced fee of £205. Financial assistance is available for those who may need it (details upon request). To book please send a deposit of £50 (cheques payable to ‘Boarbank Hall’)
 Where will it happen?
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Boarbank Hall is situated near Grange-over-Sands in southern Cumbria, on the edge of the Lake District, with a fine view over Morecambe Bay.

Since 1921 it has housed an Augustinian convent. The sisters share a common life based on the Rule of St Augustine, with a focus on hospitality, and on care for the poor and sick.

The group will occupy the convent’s very comfortable guest house, and have full access to the attractive gardens, which include a tennis court. The convent’s spacious chapel will be available. 
There is a railway station at Grange-over-Sands with a direct link to Preston and Manchester. 
For more information
and pictures see www.boarbankhall.org.uk

Contributors


Mr Brendan O’Friel is a former Governor of both Strangeways and Risley 
prison and has been closely involved in advising on prison reform including at national level. He was named as ‘Governors’ Governor’ by the Observer newspaper and was on of Radio 4’s Top Ten Men of the Year in 1990.

Bishop Terence Brain, the Bishop of Salford, is the Liaison Bishop between the Catholic hierarchy and HM Prison Service. 


Fr Peter Wilkinson is a  former chaplain of Strangeways and was for six years Principal RC Prison Chaplain for England and Wales, a time which included the Strangeways riots. He also has extensive experience as a school, hospital and  police chaplain.


Sr Anne Donockley  has worked as Assistant Chaplain to MHYOI Lancaster 
Farms Prison, and also as a University 
Chaplain. She is a musician with a longstanding interest in liturgy.


Sr Margaret Atkins taught theology and ethics in Leeds for ten years before joining the community at Boarbank. 

Fr Richard Taylor has lectured for many years in Durham and Rome, and as a visiting lecturer in many parts of the world. 
