How to apply

For application forms or further information, please contact:

Sr Margaret Atkins,

Boarbank Hall,

Grange-over-Sands,

CUMBRIA LA11 7NH

margaret@boarbankhall.org.uk

The cost of the week, including full board, will be £250, or £200 for students, and the low paid. Some financial assistance is available for those who may need it (details upon request).

The gift of scripture

God’s word comes to us in human form: in Jesus Christ and in human language. Therefore we need to read the Scriptures systematically as well as prayerfully, asking ‘How were they written?’ and ‘How should we interpret them?’ 

During this week, through lectures, discussion and reflection, we shall explore the different ways that we, as an informed believing community, might read and understand the Gospel of Luke. 

The week will be taught by Catholics, but open to Christians of any denomination, and to anyone else who is seriously interested in learning more about the Scriptures.

Thinking Scripture
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A holiday 

and study week at Boarbank Hall
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12th-19th September, 2009

What is

THINKING SCRIPTURE?

An opportunity for Christians sympathetic to a Catholic approach to scripture:

* To make like-minded friends

* To enjoy a holiday together in beautiful surroundings

* To think seriously about the scriptures

* To pray and reflect

A chance to study Luke’s Gospel

*As literature

*As history

*As theology

* Through lectures

*Through reading and discussion

Trips and other activities in beautiful surrounding:

* Two full afternoon expeditions, including one to the Lake District

* Free time each day for relaxing, chatting, sports, or exploring the area

* Films and socialising in the evenings

Prayer and liturgy:

* Daily Mass

* Morning and Evening Prayer from the Prayer of the Church

* Opportunities for quiet reflection

Where will it happen?

Boarbank Hall is situated near Grange-over-Sands in southern Cumbria, on the edge of the Lake District, with a fine view over Morecambe Bay.

Since 1921 it has housed an Augustinian convent. The sisters share a common life based on the Rule of St Augustine, with a focus on hospitality, and on care for the poor and sick.

The group will occupy the convent’s very comfortable guest house, and have full access to the attractive gardens, which include a tennis court. The convent’s spacious chapel will be available for the use of the group.

There is a railway station at Grange-over-Sands with a direct link to Manchester. Visitors can also be collected from Oxenholme railway station or Kendal Bus Station.

For more information and pictures see www.boarbankhall.org.uk

Who will teach it?

Sr Margaret Atkins taught theology in Leeds for ten years and joined the community at Boarbank in 2005. She has a particular interest in Augustine and Aquinas, and in ethics. 

Dr Geoffrey Turner was for many years Head of Theology at Trinity and All Saints, Leeds. He has taught and written on a range of New Testament and other theological themes. He has recently served as President of the Catholic Theological Association of Great Britain.

Fr Richard Taylor studied at Louvain and the École Biblique in Jerusalem before beginning his teaching career at Ushaw College and Durham University. He has lectured for many years in Rome, where he currently teaches courses on scripture and on ecumenism. Fr Taylor has taught as a visiting lecturer in many parts of the world. 

Sr Anne Donockley, who until recently was chaplain to the Universities of Newcastle and Northumbria, will assist with the organisation of the week.

